
Our big news at the site this month is also 
very sad news. We will surely miss our 
Administrative Assistant, Joni Lee, when she 
leaves us the end of November.  Joni is the 
first administrative assistant at the Maxey 
House, which means she took the job at its 
inception and developed it into a well oiled 
and supportive position that is such an asset.  
We wish her well and know she will just love 
the quilt scene near upstate South Carolina. 

Our new exhibit is entitled “Presently 
Preserving: preparing the past for the future”.  
This exhibit provides an opportunity to see 
why the house is currently closed to tours.  It 

opens Dec. 4, 2010 and is a free, self guided tour. 
It will be open 6 days a week until guided tours 
resume at the Maxey House in late 2011.   

This holiday, we again welcome the Paris Garden 
Study Club. This club maintains a long-standing 
tradition of decorating the Maxey House for the 
holiday season.  Even though the House is under 
construction, this club‟s ingenuity and expertise 
will maintain a community standard. Site-
sponsored activities such as these help us support 
our partner organization, The Friends of the 
Maxey, Inc. This year, the Maxey Friends are 
assisting with “Paris Historic Trolley” tours during 
the community-wide Holiday in Paris events.  

 Lynn Deal, Site Manager 
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The Maxey Minute 

Janie Moses, Volunteer Coordinator and Tour Guide 

Well, we have lots of news for our 

volunteers to be aware of! We will need 

volunteers Dec 4th 2-4pm at the site and 

December 11th 11am-1pm at the Paris 

Library for children's crafts. Please call me 

to sign up! Also, anyone who would like to 

bring a baked good to serve at  our exhibit 

reception, please let us know as soon as 

possible. If you have any questions, please 

call.  

We have our educational program, “A 

Maxey House Christmas” polished and 

ready to present to the school children, 

Kaitlin has our exhibit coming along well, 

and the first visible signs of construction 

work has started on the house. The 

construction crew is removing the bricks 

from walkway around the house, as you 

can see in the picture!  

There is great news about our Maxey 

letters, as we have had a very good 

response from our volunteers about 

transcriptions (29 letters are now 
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transcribed).  Anyone interested in transcribing 

some of our Maxey family letters, please contact 

us! We have over 600 letters that need transcribing 

and the transcriptions help us to develop new  „real 

stories‟ to tell about a „real place‟.  

The Maxey House staff take this opportunity to wish 

each of you a “Happy Thanksgiving”. And 

December will be a great month, as we have the  

grand opening of a new exhibit  at the site and our 

traditional children's activities at the library. 

 

Sam Bell Maxey House State Historic Site, a Texas Historical Commission property, was built in 
1868 in the High Victorian Italianate-style as the home of Samuel Bell Maxey and his wife 
Marilda. Maxey served in the U.S.-Mexico War, was a Confederate general and two-term U.S. 
Senator. Members of the Maxey family lived in the house until 1966 and the restored house 
reflects almost 100 years of their continuous use. For more information visit 
www.visitsbmh.com 



Hello Volunteers!! 

It is a honor for me to write a short article as the 

Friends President. In fact, some Friends are 

also site volunteers! We are proud to serve the 

Maxey House with our time and funds. The 

Friends organization was initially formed to help 

the Texas parks and recreation system with 

funding and volunteers to keep the house open for visitors. We continue to 

partner with the Texas Historic Commission in that same endeavor.   

We would be delighted for you to become members of the Friends as we 

branch out into community and raise awareness of  our group and its 

mission. If you are interested in becoming a member please contact the 

Sam Bell Maxey House at 903-785-5716 for more information. 

The Friends of the Maxey House will be the hosts and hostesses for the 

Historic trolley rides during the community wide “Holiday in Paris” event 

this year (the first two weeks of December). If you would like to be part of 

this fun time, just let us know. Thanks for volunteering your time. 
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Laura Carrington,   Friends of the 

Maxey House, Inc. President 

 

We are on the web!! 

Do you have a burning question 

about the Sam Bell Maxey House 

State Historic Site?  

E-mail your question to:  

sam-bell-maxey@thc.tx.state.us  

We will post the answers on Face 

Book Nov. 30.  

You can access our Face Book page 

at www.facebook.com/

visitsambellmaxeyhouse. 

 

Recipe of the Month:  

Grilled Ham and Sweet Potato Kabobs 

Joni  Lee, Administrative Assistant 

So long, farewell, Auf Wiedersehen, 

goodnight, I hate to go and leave this pretty 

site…Tuesday, November 30th will be my 

final day at the Maxey House.   

 

My husband has accepted a job in 

Greenwood, South Carolina and we will be 

moving.  I have enjoyed my time here at the 

Sam Bell Maxey House and feel I have 

made some wonderful friends in Paris. 

 

I loved interacting with the visitors to the site 

and feel that I have really come to know the 

Maxey family through my research and giving 

tours.  I am sorry that I won‟t be here to see the 

grand unveiling of the house when the work is 

completed on the Exterior Preservation Project. 

We moved to Paris from Idaho Falls, Idaho four 

years ago and it was quite a change!  At least 

with this move, we won‟t be in moving from snow 

country to the hot and humid climate.  I look 

forward to the new adventures awaiting us in 

South Carolina. 

Ham is grilled with sweet potatoes and 

green pepper and pineapple juice sauce. 

Ingredients: 

1 1/2 to 2 pounds cooked ham, cut in 1 to 

1 1/2-inch cubes 

2 1/2 pounds fresh sweet potatoes, 

cooked, peeled, and cut in 1 1/2-inch pieces 

1 medium green pepper, cut in 1 1/2-inch 

squares 

1 teaspoon cornstarch 

1 small (6-ounce) can frozen pineapple 

juice concentrate, thawed 

1/2 cup chili sauce 

3 tablespoons honey 

2 tablespoons cooking oil 

Preparation: 

Thread cubed ham, sweet potatoes, and 

green pepper squares alternately on 6 skewers. Brush 

kabobs with Pineapple Sauce (below). Grill over me-

dium coals for 15 to 20 minutes, brushing with sauce 

frequently.  

Serve with rice and remaining sauce. Makes 6 serv-

ings.  

Pineapple Sauce: In small saucepan, combine corn-

starch and 2 tablespoons of the pineapple concen-

trate; stir until smooth.  

Stir in the remaining pineapple concentrate, the chili 

sauce, honey, and oil. Cook, stirring constantly, until 

sauce begins to boil. Boil for about 1 minute.  

Photo:  Friends of the Maxey House Inc. 

http://www.facebook.com/visitsambellmaxeyhouse
http://www.facebook.com/visitsambellmaxeyhouse


We have at least a half a dozen squir-

rels and they seemed to be very happy 

here. 

Some friends of my wife sent her these 

pictures of this albino squirrel. It 

was running around their camp-

ground all summer. Well, the 

campers got to feeding it and 

this  became a part of their eve-

ryday routine! The squirrel be-

came the campground mascot.  

Every day this squirrel would go 

to every camper‟s  picnic table to 

get breakfast.  

Squirrel : noun. A  widely 

distributed rodent; the red 

squirrel, the gray squirrel.   

This is the description 

according   to   The New 

Webster‟s Dictionary.   

My definition of a squirrel is that it is a 

rodent with good P.R. (public  rela-

tions)!  The squirrels at the Maxey 

House   have been rushing about to 

find   enough food for the winter.  The 

ones at the Maxey have been helping 

themselves to the new flowers I just 

planted in front of the Book House!  
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George Harder, Maintenance Technician 

After Labor Day, the park closed down, 

as it is in Washington state. We hope 

the white squirrel enjoys a long winters 

nap. 

Skipper Steely, Historian 

Excerpt from  

“History of 847 & 913 Church Street” 

A Project Completed for Pike Burkhart 

In 1857 the Rice and Sam Bell Maxey 
families arrived in Paris. The father and 
son, both attorneys, then rented a 
downtown building from W.H. Milwee, 
and set up a practice. Within six weeks 
the Kentuckians made agreement with 
John and Mary J. Denton to purchase 
the southern portion of the property 
they owned southeast of the public 
square. The transaction says “being 
land where said Maxeys now reside.”  
The residential structure faced west on 
a small road. 

By May 1860 the Maxey men were 
practicing law out of their own 
downtown  building. Sam would ride his 
horse to cases in Mt. Pleasant, Cooper, 
Clarksville, Bonham or Greenville, while 
Rice stayed at the home office.  

The [original] Maxey house was larger 
now, but Sam and his wife Marilda 
wanted their own place. They 
purchased land from Wood H. and 
Martha R. Sherron in July 1858. It was 
across the street, west of the home 
place. The road was normally called 
Maxey Street at this time, and an east-
west pathway was being used on the 
north end of their properties. It would 
be labeled Washington Street. 
Additional building plans were  
thwarted, however, by the coming of 

the conflict between north and south 
portions of the United States. When the 
younger Maxey left for war, Rice Maxey 
took his son‟s place in the Texas 
Legislature.  

Rice Maxey kept the law practice alive 
during the months his son was working 
for the Confederacy, and with peace 
welcomed his son back in the practice. 
Life was settling down. However, Rice 
Maxey‟s wife died in mid 1866. She 
was 71.  

 Sam and Marilda finally moved across 
the street in 1868. Rice Maxey married 
the widow Sarah W. Patton Hundley 
Fowler in 1869. The same year his 
granddaughter, Mary Susan Gatewood 
Long, birthed a son, Sam Bell Maxey 
Long. The father, William H. H. Long, 
was a partner in the Maxey firm. 
Apparently Rice Maxey was in declining 
health after the Civil War, and retired 
from active law practice about 1870. 
The firm lost Long, however, to death in 
1871.  

After his election, Congressional duties 
took Sam Bell Maxey out of Paris much 
of the time, so his father was left to 
often run the home place. The elder 
would pen at times from his desk letters 
to his son in Washington, offering his 
opinion on political matters.  He may 
have filed in at the law office whenever 
partner Henry William Lightfoot was 
out.  

Rice Maxey worked the extensive 
orchards after his retirement. They had 
been a commercial venture for some 
years since the Civil War. The trees, 
vines and fruit plants were originally 
located on the south end of the east 
side Church Street Maxey property, but 
expanded on the west side. Rice 
Maxey continued working the property 
until his death at his place on January 
11, 1878. He was 77 years old at the 
time.  

In 1878, the corner lot of the old 
homestead was struck off officially to 
Sarah and her family. Sarah apparently 
erected a home there. What happened 
to the older structure is not known, but 
the 1885 Birds Eye View map only 
shows the corner home. Her family and 
Lightfoot‟s sister‟s family eventually 
owned 
rental 
properties 
facing the 
Sam Bell 
Maxey 
Home. 

Rice Maxey Tombstone, Evergreen Cemetery 



and other relatives live here and we 

thought it would be nice to live near 

family. Paris is great but I needed some 

thing else to do with my time .RSVP 

mentioned to me that the Maxey House 

needed some one to volunteer as a 

landscape person.  

Since I had background in landscaping 

and general maintenance I decided to 

check this out. I was immediately wel-

comed by the friendly staff and knew I 

had found my niche.  I volunteer once a 

week, assisting George with landscaping 

and maintenance. Working with George  is 

the highlight of my week. I have learned a 

great many interesting things about the 

maintenance and care of a historical site 

from George and the knowledgeable 

Maxey staff. Their enthusiasm is infectious 

and I look forward to helping spread that 

enthusiasm  by perhaps helping with tours 

after restoration is complete.   

  Aloha nui loa, 

  Jerry Wyckoff 

 

             

 

                                      

                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As employees  of a school district in south-

ern California for many years, my wife and I 

decided to retire and realize our dream of 

living on the island of Maui Hawaii. We 

lived there for over four amazing years. 

During that time we became marine natu-

ralists and volunteered our time at the Pa-

cific Whale Foundation and the Maui Ocean 

Center, Maui‟s Hawaiian Aquarium.  

I earned my diving certificate and was able 

to dive with the 2,000 fishes and 30 sharks 

and rays in the 750,000 gallon aquarium 

tank. At the whale foundation I volunteered 

my time on snorkel boats and whale watch 

tours.  

Eventually I became an employee of Pacific 

Whale Foundation and represented them 

as a naturalist on cruise trips with Norwe-

gian Cruise Line. I also gave marine talks 

on the Whale Foundation boats.  About 4 

1/2 years ago we decided we had come 

down with a touch of island fever and  that 

it was time to leave paradise and put roots 

down on the mainland.  

We choose Paris, TX because my sister 

The Volunteer Corner— 

October Feature Volunteer: Jerry Wyckoff 

 What Is A Volunteer?  

A volunteer is one who offers their services  

freely. 

The Maxey House staff do not take for granted 

the many hours that our volunteers give freely 

of their time and energy. We are well aware of 

the work you donate  to the Maxey House and 

would just like to say to each one of you 

“Nothing goes unnoticed!”  You, our volun-

teers, are the backbone of the work  we do to 

preserve history .                           

Thank You!  


